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FOREWORD

This publication is the eighteenth in a series issued on a quarterly
basis summarizing production of aircraft in the Sino-Soviet Bloc. The
estimates presented are issued to satisfy the requests of consumers
for the most recent estimates of production of aircraft in the Bloc and
are intended to superséde those estimates contained in previous publica- 25X1
tions of this Office.f

No interagency coordination has been attempted,

and no dissemination of this publication outside CIA is planned.
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QUARTERLY ESTIMATE OF PRODUCTION OF AIRCRAFT
IN THE SINO-SOVIET BLOC*
JULY - SEPTEMBER 1959

1. Trends in‘ Production

The two most noteworthy developments in production of aircraft in the
Sino-Soviet Bloc during the third quarter of 1959 were the probable phase-
out of known heavy bombers in the USSR and the anticipated production of
a new aircraft. ** The appearance of incomplete aircraft outside the plant
building at Moscow/Fili Airframe Plant No. 23, site of production of the
Bison (M-4) heavy jet bomber, indicates that production of the Bison is
being phased out. *** The appearance of a new Soviet aircraft, possibly
the Bounder, is anticipated at Plant No. 23 by November 1959.

It is believed that the Bear (Tu-95)% sk heavy turboprop bomber was
produced in relatively small numbers and that production ceased late in
1956 or early in 1957. Production of the Badger (Tu-16) medium jet
bomber in the USSR is estimated to have ceased early in 1959,

As indicated in the last publication of this series, production of the
Camel (Tu-104, Tu-104A) jet transport at Omsk Airframe Plant No. 166
and at Khar'kov Airframe Plant No. 135 apparently ceased éarly in 1959,
Production of a larger version of this jet transport, designated Tu-104B,
continues at Kazan' Airframe Plant No. 22. The USSR continues to
emphasize the development and production of turbojet and turboprop
transport aircraft. Along with the turbojet Tu-104B, five turboprop
transports -- the Cleat (Tu-114), the Camp (An-8), the civil Cat {An-10),
the military Cat (An-12), and the Coot (I1-18) -- are believed to be in
series production in the USSR.

* The estimates and conclusions in this publication represent the
best judgment of this Office as of 1 October 1959, -

#% Estimated production of aircraft in the Sino-Soviet Bloc from 1955
through the third quarter of 1959 ig given by number in Table 1, p. 7,
below, and by airframe weight in Table 2, p. 8, below. Estimated pro-
duction of aircraft in the USSR from 1955 through the third quarter of
1959 is given by number in Table 3, pP- 9, below, and by airframe weight
in Table 4, p. 10, below. For comparative purposes, US military ac-
ceptance figures from 1955 through the third quarter of 1959 are given
by number in Table 6, p. 13, below, and by airframe weight in Table 7,
p- 14, below. For additional comparison, production of combat aircraft
in the USSR from 1955 through September 1959, by number, is compared
with that in the US in the chart, inside back cover.

*#% For descriptions and illustrations of all Soviet aircraft mentioned
in this publication, see the handbook listed in source 1/.] | 25X1

Sup?)lementary updating

sheets have been added to this handbook.
*Ek¥k Estimated cumulative production of selected Soviet aircraft, includ-
ing the Bison, through the third quarter of 1959 is given in Table 5, p. 11,
below. Estimates of monthly, quarterly, and cumulative production at
selected plants in the Sino-Soviet Bloc are given in Table 10, p. 19, below.
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Production at the five airframe plants in the USSR which are con-
cbrned with new jet fighters remains relatively low, and none of the new
fighter aircraft can be identified firmly as being in operational service.
Of the fighters first observed in 1956, it appears most likely that im-
p*;roved versions of the Fishbed and Fitter jet intercepters will enter
quantity production.

| The most important feature in production of aircraft in the Sino-
S;oviet Bloc outside the USSR was the apparent cancellation of the
E:cheduled production of the Farmer (MIG-19) jet fighter in Czechoslo-
vakia. Although Soviet-produced Farmer aircraft were assembled at the
Prague/Vodochody Airframe Plant, the program for Czechoslovak pro-
duction of the twin jet fighter apparently was dropped, whereas produc-

tion of the Midget (U-MIG-15) jet trainer continues.

2. Production in the USSR

a. Bombers

Information received subsequent to the issuance of the last
publication of this series indicates that at least 12 Bison aircraft were
produced at Moscow/Fili Airframe Plant No. 23 during the first half of
:1959. Production of Bison aircraft is estimated to have amounted to
two in January, one in February, three in March, two in April, two in
May, and two in June. Observations of Airframe Plant No. 23 during
éhe third quarter of 1959 indicate that two Bison aircraft were produced
in July, none in August, and one in September. Cumulative production
of Bison aircraft at Plant No. 23 is estimated to have totaled 110 air-
craft as of 1 October 1959. This estimate is believed to be reliable
within plus or minus six aircraft.

-2 -
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b. Transports

As reported in the last publication of this series, it. seems
likely that production of the Camel {(Tu-104, Tu- 104A) turbojet trans-
port has ceased at Khar'kov Airframe Plant No. 135 and at Omsk Ajr-

frame Plant No. 166 I

Production of the larger version of the Camel transport, the
Tu-104B, continues at Kazan' Airframe Plant No. 22 at a faster rate
than was previously estimated./

the estimate of cumulative pProduction of Tu-104B trans-
ports at this plant has been increased to 45 aircraft by the end of the
second quarter and 60 aircraft by the end of the third quarter of 1959,

The estimate of production of the Coot (I1-18) four-engine
turboprop transport at Moscow Airframe Plant No. 30 remains firm.

Inve alrcrait per month are produced at This plant.
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Pr;oduétion of the Cleat (Tu-114) turbaoprop transport is be-
lieved to be continuing at a rate of two aircraft per month at Kuybyshev

25X1

Soviet officials recently announced that the Cleat turboprop
transport is in series production, their claims concerning the number
produced ranging from 4 to 25 aircraft. Actually only four Tu-114
and two Tu-114D transports have been observed. Of these transports
the four Tu-114 aircraft were observed on 15 September 1959, parked
at Mo scow!/Vnukovo Airport before Premier Khrushchev's departure
for the US; _2_/ and the two Tu-114D aircraft were observed during
1958. It is believed that 16 Tu-114 and 2 Tu-114D transports have
been produced to date, that these aircraft are in various stages of
flight testing, and that they are to enter Aeroflot service early in 1960.
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3. Production in the European Satellites*

At the Prague/Vodochody Airframe Plant in Czechoslovakia the
expected replacement in production of the Midget (U-MIG-15) by the
Farmer (MIG-19) jet trainer has not occurred. Preparations to
produce Farmer aircraft at Vodochody were started late in 1957, and
a total of about 10 Farmer aircraft, probably assembled from Soviet
parts, have been observed. Barring unusual difficulties, which are
not to be expected for a second-source producer, the first Farmer

* Estimated production of aircraft in the European Satellites and in
Communist China from 1955 through the third quarter of 1959 is given
by nimber in Table 8, p. 15, below, and by airframe weight in Table 9,
p. 17, below.
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aircraft produced in Czechoslovakia should have appeared in the second

uarter of 1 J 25X1

’productmn of Midget aircrait 1s con-
tinuing and that production ot bus trailers, which started in March 1959,
also is continuing. 8/

25X1

25X1

» The estimate of production of Fresco (MIG-17) jet fighters at
Mielec in Poland has been revised for several reasons. First, unless
several hundred Fresco aircraft were exported to the USSR or to Com-
munist China, the estimate of production and the Air Order of Battle
{AOB) had become totally incompatible. Second, a recent study indi-
cates that, after allowances for production of small aircraft, gliders,
?.utomobilejs, and refrigerators, there is considerably less area avail-
able for production of the Fresco than had been estimated.
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SECRET US* and USSR**
i‘ PRODUCTION OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT, BY NUMBER
; 1955 Through the Third Quarter of 1959
4,648

Fighters and Ground Attack

3,125
Eae 2,908
2,600 f:
e 2,200
o ] 1,974
4’{; 860 990
us USSR” ﬂ US USSR7 [‘ us U5$R7 EUS USSR Ug USR
1955 1956 1957 1958 January-September
1959
B omber S
685
g 620
386
‘ 240
e : 187
: 102
[N ) 27
] L]
US USSR US USSR Us USSR Us USSR Us USSR
1955 1956 1957 1958 January-September
1950
*Us totals include preliminary data for September 1959,

ok USSR totals are rounded,
30765 10-59
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